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Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
November 28, 2015

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“Stand For What We Stand For” Part 9
"Baptism"

Before we begin, let us pray …
What was the command Jesus gave His followers before ascending to heaven?   Open your Bibles to Matthew 28:18-20   

These are Jesus' final words to His disciples and were extremely important. They wouldn't see Him again until He came in the clouds of heaven. And just before He ascended to heaven, these words, as recorded in the gospel of Matthew, speak to the subject we're covering this morning. 

Matthew 28:18-20 "And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:  and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.  Amen." 

So in effect, what Jesus was saying "Go out into the ends of the earth.  Share My love. Share My Word and when men and women accept me, when they give their hearts and lives to Me and come to the place where they believe that I died for their sins and that they no longer need to be under the condemnation of guilt; when they understand what it really means to be a Christian, then baptize them as I have said.
Baptism must be vitally important, since Jesus Himself used those last parting words to commission His disciples to go forth and baptize.  In order to be faithful to the Lord, and faithful to the commission that He gave to those disciples, we must see what the Bible teaches about baptism. 

The Bible mentions baptism in the New Testament 80 times.  Yet many people raise questions about baptism. They ask: Is baptism really necessary? What is important is what the is found in the Bible.

Jesus said in Mark 16:16, "He that believeth and is (what else?) baptized shall be saved ... "  Baptism is extremely important because Jesus lists two requirements for salvation. 

"Whosoever believes," is an inner commitment to Christ as Saviour and Lord. It is faith in Jesus and His Word and baptism is an external demonstration of that inner belief and surrender. It is a public demonstration that I am Christ's.  


Jesus said he that believeth shall be saved. Is that what it says? He that believeth and is what? Baptized! Let's pay close attention to the order in which salvation comes. 

1)  Preach and teach the gospel.

2)  He that believeth, and is what?  Baptized.

 This tells us that if we hear that gospel preached, and we make a decision for Christ, we are not yet fulfilling all the requirements for salvation until we are baptized!

James 2:20 tells us, "Faith without works is dead."  


Baptism is a requirement of God. Christians who love to please the Lord should never have any quarrel with what the Lord requires. 


Some question, "But what about the thief on the cross?"  Didn't Jesus promise that the thief on the cross would be in heaven?  And the thief was never baptized. 

 
The fact is that there are some people who are physically incapable of being baptized. That thief on the cross was not baptized because he was nailed to a cross and couldn't be. There are those on their death beds and inmates on death row who are physically incapable or just cannot be allowed to be baptized. God never asks the impossible of anyone. But if that thief could've come off the cross, the first thing he would've done is request to be baptized. In his heart he had that desire. Certainly the Lord, understanding that desire will grant the thief the kingdom of God.  

 
The Lord saved him by imputing to him the righteousness of His own life. In other words, impute means "to give credit." He gave that thief, and that person on their death bed and that inmate on death row, credit for His own baptism, because they were physically incapable. 


And when we have the chance, and we hear and learn the Word of God, and the Holy Spirit draws us to repentance and confession, and we make up our minds to follow the Lord, Jesus asks us to be baptized.

 
Baptism is an outward sign or demonstration of an inward change.  Baptism is a public way to let people know, "I've changed sides in the great battle." Whether knowingly or not, the unconverted person serves the purposes of the evil one, Satan. But at baptism we enlist in the army of heaven, under the blood stained banner of Prince Emmanuel, Jesus Christ.

Romans 6:3-6 Paul writes and tells us beautifully what baptism represents and symbolizes. "Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are buried (We are what? Buried!)  with him by baptism into death:  that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in (what kind of life?) newness of life.”  So baptism is a public demonstration that you are finished with the old life and you are living a new life in Christ. Continuing, “For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him,…”
 
What does he mean, "old man". That does not mean your father.  It's what you were, before you were converted. It's talking about the old life of sin, the life of degradation and guilt, all the past. Old man represents the unconverted person.  

 
"Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, and that henceforth we should not serve sin." 

       The Bible is telling us that baptism is the symbolism of Christ's death, His burial, and His resurrection to a new life. We show through this act of obedience to Christ, that our sins are symbolically washed away in Christ!


Baptism is all about symbolizing the washing away of sin, and burying the “old man” (the old life we died to) Putting him into a watery grave and leaving the old man there.

So what is Baptism? It is dying to the old sinful way of life; burying our sins in the watery grave; and rising up and walking through a doorway to a new life in Jesus Christ.  What a blessing baptism really is!  

 
Now Jesus is our example in all things. The surest way of working out your salvation is by doing exactly what Jesus asks. 


1 Peter 2:21 "For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should (what?)  follow his steps:”  


Everything that Jesus did was right. The Bible teaches that Jesus kept the 7th day Sabbath. That was the example He left us! 


How was Jesus our example in baptism? 


The Bible clearly reveals to us how Christ was baptized.  And Jesus gave us a beautiful example to follow.  


Matthew 3:13-17 What example did Jesus set for His church? "Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.  But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” (Brethren, righteousness is not fulfilled to you, until you are baptized. Our salvation is not complete until we are baptized. “Then he suffered him.  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."

When you're baptized, you have peace in your heart—you feel spiritually clean. God speaks to you in a personal, private way and you know that you are pleasing God. 


So what example did Jesus set for His church?  Did Jesus ever commit sin? NO! So when Jesus was baptized, it did not represent the washing away of His sins, because the Bible tells us that He knew no sin. He was baptized because we had sinned! So one reason Jesus had for being baptized was to set an example for all of us.


Preparation is necessary. We need heart preparation and head preparation too. Before you do God's will, you have to know God's will.  So as we turn back to Matthew 28, we find the second important step before being baptized. We were here once before, but let's look at it a little closer now. 


Matthew 28:19, 20 "Go ye therefore, and (do what?) teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:  and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." 

Notice the passage said go and teach. Mark 16:15 said go and preach the gospel to every creature.  So we preach and we teach.

Jesus made it very clear, before you baptize people, teach them. You say, "What am I supposed to teach?"  Jesus said, "Teach them to observe, (that means obey) all things I have commanded you."  Teach them all my commandments, not just nine, teach them all ten! 

 
Before you can do God's will you have to know God's will.  A man cannot make an intelligent decision on what he doesn't understand.  First knowledge comes, then conviction comes, then conversion must follow. Jesus said "Before you baptize people, teach them what I've commanded."  In other words, an individual preparing for the rite of baptism needs to understand Jesus' teachings and be willing to obey them.  Think about it—


How can we represent Jesus, no matter how sincere we are, when we don't even know what a Christian is? Go, teach, then baptize! If you come to church expecting to worship God properly, you need to know how to live and you need to know God's will! 


I invite you to look with me at Peter on the day of Pentecost and what he taught about preparation for baptism.  Acts 2:37 "Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and (then what?)  be baptized (those who want to or feel like it?) every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."  

Notice that we had just read in Acts 2:38, that Peter said, repent, and then be baptized. What is true repentance?  To find the Bible answer, turn back to Proverbs 28:13.  "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper:  but whoso confesseth (and what else?) and forsaketh them shall have mercy." 

 
True repentance is not only a Godly sorrow for sin, it is rejecting sin and turning around. This can only come from a heart that has been softened by understanding the sacrifice made on the cross to save us from our sins. You need to make a decision and say "I'm ready now to live for the Lord."  One of the problems in the church is that you've got too many people being baptized who have never changed sides. (Gossip, back-biting, fault-finding, hatred, sourness)


We need to experience conversion before you are baptized. You might not feel electricity running up and down your spine, but there will be a change in your life.  The Bible says if you become Christ's, you are a new creature, things you used to think about all the time you don't think about any more.  Places you used to go to, you don't go to anymore. Certain things you used to do, you don't do any more. Certain books you used to read, you don't read anymore.


And if you're not ready to live right, you ought not to be baptized. There is no magic in the baptismal waters. If you go down into the baptismal water still acting like an unconverted devil, the only change that’ll occur is that you’ll come out of it a wet, unconverted devil. Isn't that right?  Before you go to the baptismal fountain, you must go to the fountain filled with blood. You must begin with Jesus Christ.


Then as you come up from the water, you are a new creature, not because there is any power in the water but because there is power in the Holy Spirit, who has come to make His new home in your heart, or your mind.  When you are baptized, you gain power over the devil.

     Ephesians 4: 4, 5 this is what God tells us. "There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism."


"One Lord, (that's Jesus Christ), one faith, (that's Bible faith), one baptism that’s by immersion." There are a lot of people that think it is okay to baptize by sprinkling, like in our children’s story.

But baptism by immersion is the one and only form of baptism that is Biblical, having the approval of heaven.


The word baptism in our Bible comes from the Greek word "baptizo." If you look it up in a Greek lexicon or Greek dictionary under "baptizo" it will say, "To dip under water or to submerge" to "cover over." 


Colossians 2:12 says, “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.”  So we are to be buried, not sprinkled.

In a few minutes I will be calling Kelechi up to go through his 23 baptismal vows. But first I want to discuss the seriousness of making a vow to God. Too many have taken their vows too lightly. What is the definition of a vow? The Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary says, “It is a serious promise to do something or behave in a certain way.” The 1828 Noah Webster’s dictionary says “To give, consecrate or dedicate to God by a solemn promise.” Also “To make vows or solemn promises. He that vows, must be careful to perform.”

What does the scriptures say? In Ecclesiastes 5:4, 5 it reads: “When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed.  Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.” We have the Biblical record of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts Chapter 5 who made a vow to God that they would give all the proceeds from the sale of a piece of land to help the financial needs of the newly organized Christian church. When God made the property sell for far more than it was worth, they got greedy and held back a portion for themselves. When they said they had given all, neither one lived the rest of that day. We need to understand that vows to God are sacred and not to be dishonored. To disregard and break even one of these baptismal vows brings dishonor to God and would be the path of a fool whom God would take no pleasure in. 


Deuteronomy 23:21 says “When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee.”


We pay our baptismal vows by keeping them and we learn here that when we take our baptismal vows, they are not to be taken lightly for these vows are a pledge of faithful obedience to God Almighty. 

Finally Numbers 30:2 “If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth.” It used to be that one’s word was their bond. In society today that is no longer the case and so there are the written contracts with the obligations between the parties involved. In the case of the one taking the baptismal vows, it is the word of the one being baptized that is recorded in heaven.


As Kelechi is taking his vows for the first time, let each of us renew our vows by silently confirming your pledge to faithfulness. After Kelechi takes his vows we will dress for the baptism. During that time the congregation can sing some song selections.

